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WHAT IS A COMPUTER?

Åall the parts of a 
computer that you 
can physically 
touch

Hardware

Åthe programs ð
sets of 
instructions ðthat 
tell the computer 
what to do 

Software
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òMain components or parts of a computer



WHAT IS A COMPUTER?

ò IPO model 

4

òThe basic model of a computer



WHAT IS A COMPUTER?

òA computer is a multi-purpose electronic tool

that can receive data (input),can processthe 

data, can produce results and can output them.
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òA definition of a computer

Input 
data

Process
Produce 
results/ 
Output



WHAT IS A COMPUTER?

DATA INFORMATION
ò raw, unprocessed facts.

CAT123NW

ò is the result of the 
processing of data and 
should be useful and 
meaningful.

ò registration number of a car 
from the North West 
province.
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CAT123NW



AN EXPANDED MODEL OF A COMPUTER
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get data into computer

executes the instructions, 

processes the data and 

manages and controls all 

the other parts of the 

computer

keep instructions and data that it 

is not currently working on

get feedback from the 

computer

allow computers to 

communicate with each 

other



AN EXPANDED MODEL OF A COMPUTER

òPrograms have to be ôloadedõ before they can 

be used.

òData must also be in memory if the computer is 

to work with it.

òThe contents of memory only become 

ôpermanentõ when you ôSaveõ them.
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òNote the following:
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ACTIVITY 1



THE ROLE OF SOFTWARE

System 
Software

Application 
Software

10

òSoftware categories according to function



APPLICATION SOFTWARE
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Graphics and Design 

Word Processor

Spreadsheet

Database

Presentation Software




































